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RE Curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2 
 
The development of knowledge, skills and understanding focuses on two key aspects of learning 
in Religious Education: 
 
(1) Learning about religion and belief 
 
Pupils enquire into the… 

 beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious 
beliefs and worldviews; 

 influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, society and the 
world; 

 nature and demands of ultimate questions relating to religious and moral issues. 
 
(2) Learning from religion and belief 
 
In the light of their studies, pupils respond to, analyse and evaluate… 

 the fundamental questions of life raised by human experiences, and how religions, beliefs 
and worldviews can provide answers to them; 

 the truth claims, beliefs and practices of different religions and worldviews, and the nature 
of religion itself; 

 their own beliefs, values and experiences. 
 
 
The knowledge, skills and understanding are taught through the three elements of the breadth 
of study: 
 
(i) Religions, beliefs and worldviews 

 
In accordance with national legislation and to provide breadth and balance, the curriculum 
ensures that… 

 Christianity is studied at each key stage to ‘reflect the fact that the religious traditions in 
Great Britain are in the main Christian’ (Education Act 1988); 

 other principal religions represented in Great Britain (usually regarded as Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism) are studied across the key stages (although they do 
not have to be studied in equal depth, nor all of them in each key stage); 

 other religious beliefs can be studied such as, the Baha’i faith, Jainism, Zoroastrianism; 

 world views may be studied such as Humanism. 
 
Pupils encounter all the principal religions represented in Great Britain during their school life. 
 
Alongside their consideration of individual religions, pupils also study how religions relate to each 
other, recognising both similarities and differences. They also consider the significance of inter-
faith dialogue and the important contribution this can make to social cohesion and to the 
combating of religious prejudice and negative discrimination. 
  



(ii) Areas of Study 
 
The areas of study identify themes appropriate to RE in both key stages. 
 
Within these areas of study, teachers identify key concepts to lead the enquiry process. This 
enables teachers to create RE lessons that challenge and inspire the learner. Usually these 
concepts will be presented as key questions. 
 
Areas of Study in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
 

Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism 
 
Key Questions in Key Stage 1 
 

1. Believing 
2. Belonging 
3. Prayer and Worship 
4. Leaders and Teachers 
5. Stories and Books 
6. Celebrations 
7. Symbols & Artefacts 

 
Key Questions in Key Stage 2 
 

1. Beliefs and Questions 
2. Inspirational People 
3. Teachings and Authority 
4. Religion and the Individual 
5. Religion, Family and Community 
6 Worship, Pilgrimage & Sacred Places 
7. The Journey of Life and Death 
8. Symbols & Religious 
9. Beliefs in Action in the World 

 
Concepts and questions engage learners with issues that are relevant, demanding and important. 
By leading with concepts and using enquiry-based approaches, the relevance and appeal of RE will 
be enhanced.  In addition, the curriculum encourages teachers to explore opportunities for cross-
curricular enquiries, particularly with English, science, the humanities and creative arts. 
  



(iii) Experiences and Opportunities 
 
A broad range of experiences and opportunities are provided to enrich and broaden pupils’ 
learning in Religious Education such as the use of visits to places of worship, meeting members of 
religious and nonreligious groups, handling religious artefacts, creative activities and use of ICT. 
 
There are opportunities for all pupils to share their own beliefs, viewpoints and ideas within an 
environment of respect and tolerance, including those pupils who come from a religious tradition 
which is not being studied, or who have no attachment to religious beliefs and practices. 
 
Pupils in both key stages will have planned opportunities to take into account worldviews such as 
Humanism, particularly in considering ultimate questions and ethical issues.  At times earning will 
focus on discrete study of a religion or worldview and on other occasions an area of study or 
experience will be the central element. Often all three elements will be combined. 
 


